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INTERSTATE COMMERCE COMITISSION

REPORT OF THT DIRECTOR OF TYRN BURBAU OF SAFETY IN RE
INVESTIGATION OF AN ACCIDDNT Wi {CH_OCCURRED CON
THS LOUISVILIT & NASHEVILLE RAILI0AD NEAR DRIVERS,

ILL., ON AUGUST 12, 1926.

Septomber 23, 19z6.

To the Commission:

On August 12, 1926, there wag a derailment of
a freight train on the Touisville & Haphville Railroad
nears Drivers, T1ll., resulting in the dweth of two cm-
ployees and the injury of onc cmployce.

Location and method of omeration

Thies accident occurred on that part of the
3t. Louis Iavision cxtending batween St. Louwas, Mo., and
Howell, Ind., 2 distanee of 163.81 milcs; in tho viein-
ity of tho point of accident this 18 a =,ungle-track line
over whaich trains are operoted by time-teble and train
ordars, no block-signal system boing in usce. The &ccoi-
dent occurred at 2 poant nearly 1 mile noseth of the sta-
tion at Drivers, approaching this point from the south
the track ic tangent for a distancce of 7,695 feet and
then there 13 2 2% curve to the 1oft 613 foot 1n longth,
followed by a tangent oxtonding 2,157 feat 1o the point
0f derailment, this tangent continuing for a considcrable
distance beyond. Tho grado is practieclly lovel to tho
approximate point of dorailment, which wos ot tho begin-
ning of =2 grado 1.155 pocr cent asconding for northbound
traans., The track z1e laid with 90-pound rails, 33 foot
in length, with an averago of zbout 18 tics to the rail-
longth, singleo-spikod, znd ballastcd wath chats to ¢
dopth of about 8 inches, the trock 18 well mointeaincd.

A heavy rean ctorm prevellced ot the time of the
aceident, which occurred ot about 2.45 p. m.

Dogeription

Northbound sccond~clases freight trnain No. 60,
o fast freight trein, coneisted of 24 core ond & eaboosc,
hauled by oenginec 969, and wae 1n choerge of Conductor Dow
and Engincmen Summecrs. This traoan paseed Mi. Virnon, the
loet open office, 4.8 milee south of Draivers, £t 2.35 p. m.,
according to the train sheet, 4 hours snd 30 minutes lato,
and on reaching o point nearly 1 milc north of Drivers,
traveling at o gpoed estimated to hive bBeen between 30 cnd
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40 milos an hour, it wce dereiled by on omcring in the
track, dve to 2 seetion of roal, 17 feet in length, having
bocon romoved &t o point whore the rails were boing rencwed,

Pngine 969 znd 13 cors were derealoed; the ongine
came to ;" rest on 1ts right eidec 2t 2 point cbout 250 feot
north of tho missing rcil scetion and obout 20 feoeot cocet
of the track. The derailcd care wore ccottered on both
gides of tho trock. The employces killed woere the cngine-
man end firomen.

Summary of cvidcnce

Nona of the surviving mombore of the crew of
troin No. 60 was aware of anything wrong prior to the
accidont. Head Braokeman Hort escid it woes rcining hard when
approcching tho point of derailment and that he took shel-
ter in the first car, 2n cmpty box car, end ot down on
the right sade, both doors being open, saying he could
maintain 2 botter lookout from thie cor then from the left
g1de of the cngine cab. The whistle signal was sounded for
Plummore croesing, located ctout 2% miles south of Dravoers
stetion, and aleo for the stcotion et Drivere, ot this time
he wae standing in the dooeway, looking back along the
right eide of the train, watching for & signel from the rear
end for the purposc of passing 1t on to tho cnginceman, but
he did not sce ony signel given, nor could ne see the ce-
boozc owing to the severe storm. Head Brokomon Hort then
viont back ineide the coar aad wee not in position to sce
anything along the sade cf the trcek; he dra not obsorve
tho gtetiomery coution ond stop fignole displeyed by the
scetion force to proteet tro trock roprir work, sud did not
notice #ny reduction i1n the speed of the troin or ony air
breke gpwlicetion prior tn the derrilmont.

Condactcr Dow s2i1d thet ot Shops, 5.7 miles
south of Drivers, he had ongrged Fnginceman Surmors in con-
vere~tion but =znoticed noth-ug unucusl wv1th his physical con-
dition. It starticd to rein when the trein pasecd Mt. Ver-
non and on reaching a point ebsut 13 miles scuth of the
point of dercilment the rnin come dovn in torrents, raining
£0 heord until the time of the dererilmont thet vieion wos
cntirely restricted. The ongine whistle wee sounded for
Plummners ercesing and also for the steotion at Dravers, but
Conductor Dew s2id he did not ottompt tc gave signels from
the roor end of the trein while passang Drivers, ne re-
quired, &< 1t would have been impceeiblc for the men on tho
head end tc heve sceen thom, owing tc the storm. Prior to
the aceident he had no knovwlcdge vhetever of the ceutiop
end stop eignels displayaed in the vieinity of Draivers by the
mzintenonee-of-woy cmpleoyccs, but on going back subsoquontly
ho zaw the stationary ycllow flrg loccted ot the prescribed
distance; he sgtoted, however, that from hisg position on the
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1oft sidc of the cupole togetin-r with tho storm, 1t would
hove been imporea®bl~ for him t3 have scen those flogs., I
cetimetad tho speed of his treir to have beon betweon 30 rnd
35 milece zn hour paceing Drivers, ond s~iad that it wee
aboul th- same 2t tho time of the accident, he noticed no
2ir-brake epplication, 'mile on hig errivel at the onginc
immedintcly after the ceceident the driving whools of the
derailed exgine were revolving in forwayd motion. Ccncuc-
tor Dow further stated theot ordinsrily when the track is
disturbed,?in thies instance, advence informetion tc the
effect 1¢ issucd by the dispatcl.or.

"he setatoments of Flagman Young practically
corroborated those of Conduetor Dow; Flagmen Young 2lso ezad
that on going weoek to flag immedrately after the accident
he sew 2 stetioncry red flag and 2lso a fleegmen at ¢ point
76 rail-lengths from the rezr ond of hie trzin. He asked
the flagman whethor or nct he had flagged the troin, rnd
2lso ae to whether or not he nad usced =z torpedo, =2nd hoe £714d
the flagmen rewlicd that he had mede on effort to stov the
troin end that he heod also placed & tervpede oa the re:2l, but
that the torpedo had not cexpladed; the flegmen chowsd him
the unexvloded tormecdo but on eXemining 1t he found theat the
clamps on the teorpedo were broken off. Flagman Young then
continued on back ard ot this time obesceved that the ste-
tionary yellow flag or caution s1gnel woe dasplayed @t tho
pregeribed distinco.

Track Suncrvisor Endicott stated thet on thoe dey
prior to the dercilment throe scetisn gonge were laying
ra1l in the viecinity of the pownt of recadent, the work bo-
ing ccmpleted with tihe cxXception of six or cight reoils. In
connoction with thie vork therce wee cconszdercble splicang
to be donc and he issucd instructions for trrec gangs to
rceturn on the fellowing doy, the day cof the ceecadont, teo
gpacc tice and smcoth out the trick cng clro t2 17y the ro-
maining 81X cr cirght reals. On the doy bafore the aceident
he had notified the dispctecheor through the operator ot 1IMt.
Vernon, Ill., thet reil wae goang to be laid, but oming to
the emell amount of work to he porformed on the doy -fthe
accident he did not think 1t edvischle ogoon to notify the
dispatcher, notifying the dispatcher, hcowover, would in mo
way heve relicved the scetion gangs ofthe duty of offord-
ing proper flag proteoction. Trrceck Supervais~r Tndicott fur-
ther stated that on the doy of the accident he wes ot Add-
ievillce, loccted 28.3 mileg north of Dravers.

Section Poroman Yewton stated that prior to lay-
ing the remeining cight raile on the dey of the secidont
flagmen were scnt out in erel direction equipned witn floge
and torpedocs. As tho 0ld reile were tekon out now reils
worce put in and sceurely bolted and spikeod; ot the faingl


http://rj.il

dm

connection, howover, therc wze cbout 7 inches of oxpan-
gion, wkich cculd not be driven back, and 11 wee decadod

to romove and cut the r2i1l. Thile they werc engeged in
cutting the rail, some onc gove worning c¢f the approcch-
ing train, cnd three of the ccecticn mon immediately start-
¢d running toward the train, gaving stop signals, but to

no aveil. After the acecident Scction Foremoh Newton pro-
cceded southward end definatoly sscertaincd thet Scetion
Flagman #aindlc had displaycd the stationcry ceution and
stop signals, as requircd. Section Foreman Ifowton in-
quired as t: the torpedo and Flagman Windle informed him
that 1t had nct boon exploded, saying thet something had
displaced 1t from the reil, ot thke same time showang the
gecetion foremen whers 1t 7ee laving beside the reil. On
picking 1t up Scction Forcmen Newton obeserved that the
clamps were broken off end told Flegman Windle he should
hove cxerciecd better judgmont than to use o torpeco wirth-
ont clamps; he asked the flogmen as to wvhether or nst heo
had other ftorpedocs 1n hig possession aand the flagmen pro-
duced =ome good ones from his pocket. Secction Foreman
Newton further steted that he did not heer the engine ubis-
tlc sounded a2e¢ train No. B0 epproached, snd was afthe opin-
ion that he cculd not have heerd 1t owing to the noise
caused by cutting the rail, It furthor copearcd that while
he did net think the weather conditions were such es to
requirce the use o night signels, gaying that he could sce
the outline of Enginemsn Summers in the cab oe thoe train
rounded the curve, 1,157 foot from the voint of derailment,
ho ceknowlcedged that had the scetion flagmen been cquipped
with and used 2 lighted red fusec the cnginemen would nove
bcen enabled to sce 1t better than 2 red flog, The stete-
monts of Scetion Foremen Hampton 2nd Stephens, znd Sce-
tion Laborer Venoziz proeticslly corroborcted thosc of Sce-
tion Forcman Nowton.

Scction Flagmen Waindle statoed thot ofter going
back and ¢fisplaying the stationcey coution =agnel, o tin
flag, painted bright yellow, 2t & paint 5,810 feet south
af the point cf derailment, he roturncd ond displayced the
stalionery etop esignal, & red cloth fleg sct in o staff,
at & poant 3,170 feet south of the point of derailment,
end 1n addition placed & torpodo, which hecd the clamps
broken off, on thc rail in the i1wmedieoto vicinaty of the
¢top sagnal, he then stetioned himself beside the trock,
on tho cnginemen's gide, necar the stop signol. As traan
No. 60 approoched he heard nao signel soundcd sn the con-
gine wnistle enéd on definitely realizing tket the train
was not going to be brought to a2 stop toforec reaching the
gtationary etop eignel ho cttempted to relezese the red
flag from theo staff; the flag di1d net core out end he
toox hold of the staff with higs left hand vwhile he re-
leascd the flag wilth his right bz=nd, thon took a2 etep to-
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warde the troelr to wave the reé flng but beforo he could
aceomplieh this the engiuc hed peescd ham, roving at a
gpecd -f about 35 or 40 milee anm hour. Hu did nct mow
whether sr not the side waindovw or the cngineman’s <ide of
the eeb wrs open, 4id nst scc the caginemen in the cob,
ond did not know shether he could hove scen ham ceg 1t wose
raining very hard; 1t did not occur ts hina to throw ony-
thing at the onginc ceb in en ondeavor to attreet atten-
tion. He had threc torpcdces an hie rosgescssion; the eleomr
had been brokon off _f the torpeds Jhicn he placeﬂ on thc
rail snd he di12 not realize thet thore wa & paseibilaty
that a torpeds 1r thic coudatizn yould fe T: ccrve the
purposc for which a1t was intcnded, ond heva rg ugscd tor-
pedoce in this ecnéditicn bofzre he did nst subctitute cne
cf thoe other torpedces for it. On this oeczsion, however,
the torpeds wes nct cxploded by the troin, h8v1ng become
dieplaced, =nd after trhe accideont 1t was loected cuteade
the ro1l. He e01d thet he sow the torpedc on the raal
about throe or four minutos before the trnmar pasged. Flog-
on 7indlc further steted that ot the time treain No. 60
approcched he had nst teken sheiter from the rein, but had
remeined i1n the immediate vicinaty of the etieoy =ignal
When the cigine vhistle wog not counded 1n responee t” the
cavtion signzl it indaceted to him that the engineman hed
not seen that signel, but he thsught the cnginenan wsuld
sce the stap signeal, saying thet cccagionally they stop
very close tc the stop =1gnh1.

|-.J- Fﬂ b‘

Conclaesicons

Thie <ccident woe couced by lrcin Meo. 60 onter-
ing unon & sccetion of track under repair, nich Jog not
cfforded proper protecticn, rosulting in ate boing dernal-
gd on cncountering an cpeuning in tho lrrek, for which Scec-
tion Flogmen YWindic 18 primoraily reﬂpnnclble.

Section Flagren Windle seid he dasplayed the
usuel coutior and gtaop flegs, ~n® them rloced o torpede
on the xeil, whiceh had the clemps brozen cff, ofter shich
he stotioned himgelf i1n the immed:ate wieinity >f the
stop flag. Yren the engine vhistle wae not scundeé far
the caution flag, 1t indicated to him that the engineman
had not seen that signal, yet he took no further action
toverd etopring the trair mmtil he definitely reanlized
it was not going to stop at the stop flag, but at this
time it was too late to avert the accident. Fad he put
down a torpedo in proper condition for use, c1d hzod fre
shown z little energy in endecvoring to attract the atten-
tzon of the engine crew, the accident probsbly would not
have occurred.

The testimony 15 to the effect that the engine
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whistle was sounded on two occacfioas within a distance

of 2% miles south of Drivers, indicrting that Inginemen
Summers wee 11 full possession of hie fecultisse up to that
point. Beyond that point, however, a diZfecrent situation
exieted; 1t d1d not oppenr definitely thaot he acknowledged
the cautzon flag, and he pcad no sttention to the stop
fleg or to the signals of the men Jorkiag at the point
where the derzilment eccurred, the cevadence indiceting
that no anplication of the eir brokes wos made and that
stecm was being vorked ot the time of the aceident. It

ic possible Enginemzn S@mmems mr) hove become inccpecitated,
but ocny attempt to explein why he failed to perform his
duties would be mere conjoectura.

The flagging rules governing maintenonce-of-vwoy
employees do not provide for the use of hand flage or
fusecg, but they do provide that the men assigned zs flag-
men shall be provided with tools eo thot he mey work necr
the stop flag, tris »rovigion 2oplying even vhen work is
being done which makes the trock unsefe for the movement
of trains at slos speed. The recquirremernts of gafety would
gcem to dictete fully zes high o standard of duty cnd re-
enongabrlity for mointenancc of woy flaogmen as exists Tor
train flegmen, cepecially during the porformence cof such
importent work 2e changirg out roal, they should be fur-
niched 71th 211 the egquipment =sunmlied to train flcgmen,
should be properly instructed in ate usce, cnd should be
required to devote 211 their wttontion to flogeing duty.

All of the employees involved were experienced
men; at the time of the 2ccident the trnin and cngine
crews hed been on duty less than 6)- hours, wrior to which
they had becn off duty 24 hours or more.

Respectfully suhmitted,
W. P. Borlzrd

Director.



